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Huntingdonshire

DISTRICT COUNCIL

A meeting of HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL will be held
in the CIVIC SUITE (LANCASTER / STIRLING ROOMS),
PATHFINDER HOUSE, ST MARY'S STREET, HUNTINGDON PE29
3TN on WEDNESDAY, 11 DECEMBER 2024 at 7:00 PM and you are
requested to attend for the transaction of the following business:-

AGENDA

APOLOGIES

PRAYER

Jon Randall, Vicar of Huntingdon to open the meeting with a Prayer.

MINUTES (Pages 7 - 20)

To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on
16th October 2024.

Time Allocation: 2 Minutes.

MEMBERS' INTERESTS

To receive from Members declarations as to disclosable pecuniary, other
registerable and non-registerable interests in relation to any Agenda item. See
Notes below.

Time Allocation: 2 Minutes.

CHAIR'S ENGAGEMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (Pages 21 - 22)
To note the Chair's engagements since the last Council meeting.

Time Allocation: 5 Minutes.



QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

To answer any questions submitted by the public in accordance with the
Constitution.

The deadline for the receipt of public questions is five days prior to the meeting
and must be submitted to the Monitoring Officer.

NOTICE OF MOTION
Councillor M A Hassall to move —
This Council notes:

The cost-of-living crisis, food shortages, global conflicts, climate change and
ongoing pandemic recovery efforts significantly impact food security. It is
imperative that our residents have access to an adequate supply of fresh food for
their daily needs. This motion is in line with the Joint Administration’s aim to ‘Do,
Enable and Facilitate’ within our local communities. It also aligns with, ‘Priority 1:
Improving quality of life for local people’, of HDC’s Corporate Plan.

This Council acknowledges:

1. The increasing need to prioritise residents’ health and well-being in our
corporate strategies.

2. The compelling evidence linking people’s health and well-being to the
availability of locally produced, non-ultra-processed, fresh food.

3. The real hunger resulting from the cost-of-living crisis, emphasising the
necessity of affordable, healthy food.

4. The potential for community-led food cultivation to reduce NHS and social care
costs by combating loneliness and promoting well-being.

5. The existence of underutilised publicly owned land that could serve both
community food growing and enhance public spaces.

This Council resolves:

a) To refer the following options to the Overview and Scrutiny Panel
(Environment, Community and Partnerships) and then the Cabinet for
consideration -

1. Mapping Council-Owned Land:

o ldentify and create a map of all Council-owned land suitable for
community cultivation.

o Ensure this map is publicly available at no cost to residents and
actively promoted across all wards.



o Consider land suitable for food cultivation or biodiversity unless it
contains proven hazards or is slated for development within 24
months.

2. Facilitating Community Cultivation:

o Make Council-owned land available for cultivation through simple
licenses granted to community organisations at no cost.

o Ensure licence conditions do not create significant barriers for
residents in terms of finances or practical requirements.

o Extend Council public liability coverage to include food-growing
projects on public realm land, relieving community groups of this
burden.

3. Opportunities for Community Groups:

o When community groups cultivate public realm land for food growing
or wildlife spaces, allow them an opportunity to bid for the land if it
becomes available for sale.

o Provide necessary infrastructure such as water access or water
harvesting to enable sustainable cultivation.

4. Allotment Provision:

o Adhere to the 1969 Thorpe Report’s recommendation of a minimum
allotment provision equivalent to 15 plots per 1,000 households.

o HDC to compile comprehensive statistics on allotment provision and
take-up across Huntingdonshire. This data will provide valuable
insights for future planning and community engagement.

b) To actively promote volunteering opportunities to encourage wider community
involvement in cultivation.

c) To take consideration of and be consistent with any ongoing, ‘Foraging Maps’,
or similar initiatives within HDC or other Huntingdonshire organisations in the
outcomes resulting from this motion.

d) To write to MPs representing our Council area, urging their support for a
national “right to grow” as articulated in Amendment 483 (Community
Cultivation Schemes) in the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill.

Time Allocation: 20 Minutes.

QUESTIONS TO MEMBERS OF THE CABINET
In accordance with the Council Procedure Rules, all questions —
+» Must be relevant to an item which the Council has powers or duties;

+« Must not relate to an item which is included elsewhere on the Agenda
+«+ Should be limited to obtaining information or pressing for action; and
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+ Should not exceed two minutes in duration.

Questions should not divulge or require to be divulged, confidential or exempt
information.

Time Allocation: 30 Minutes.

COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WEALTH STRATEGY DELIVERY FUND (Pages 23
- 50)

The Executive Councillor for Communities, Health and Leisure Councillor B Pitt to
present a report on the Community Health and Wealth Strategy and the creation of

a Delivery Fund.

Time Allocation: 15 Minutes.

COUNCIL TAX PREMIUMS (Pages 51 - 72)

The Executive Councillor for Resident Services and Corporate Performance,
Councillor S W Ferguson to present a report regarding Council Tax premiums.

(The report was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel
(Environment, Communities and Partnerships) and the Cabinet at their
meetings in November 2024. The Cabinet endorsed the recommendations).

Time Allocation: 20 Minutes.

COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME 2025-26 (Pages 73 - 78)

The Executive Councillor for Resident Services and Corporate Performance,
Councillor S W Ferguson to present a report reviewing the Council Tax Support
Scheme for 2025-26.

(The report was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel
(Environment, Communities and Partnerships) and the Cabinet at their
meetings in November 2024. The Cabinet endorsed the recommendations).

Time Allocation: 10 Minutes.

GAMBLING ACT 2005: STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES (Pages 79 - 136)

Councillor N Wells, Chair of the Licensing Committee to present a revised
Statement of Principles for the period 2025 to 2028 under the Gambling Act 2005
for adoption.

(The draft Statement was considered and endorsed by the Licensing
Committee at their meeting on 16th October 2024).
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Time Allocation: 10 Minutes.

TREASURY MANAGEMENT 6 MONTH PERFORMANCE REVIEW 2024/25
(Pages 137 - 174)

The Executive Councillor for Finance and Resources Councillor B Mickelburgh to
present the Council’s Treasury Management performance for the period 1 April to
30 September 2024.

(The report was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Panel
(Performance and Growth) and the Cabinet at their meetings in November
2024).

Time Allocation: 15 Minutes.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH COMBINED AUTHORITY -
QUESTIONS (Pages 175 - 188)

This item provides an opportunity for District Council Members to ask questions on
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority issues.

If Members wish to raise questions or issues requiring a detailed response, it
would be helpful if they can provide prior notice so that the necessary information
can be obtained in advance of the meeting.

Time Allocation: 20 Minutes.

OUTCOMES FROM COMMITTEES AND PANELS (Pages 189 - 190)

An opportunity for Members to raise any issues or ask questions arising from
recent meetings of the Council’s Committees and Panels.

A list of meetings held since the last Council meeting is attached for information
and Members are requested to address their questions to Committee and Panel
Chairs.

Time Allocation: 10 Minutes.

VARIATIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND PANELS

Group Leaders to report on variations to the Membership of Committees and
Panels if necessary.

Time Allocation: 5 Minutes.
3rd day of December 2024

Michelle Sacks



Chief Executive and Head of Paid
Service

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and Non-
Registerable Interests.

Further information on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and
Non-Regqisterable Interests is available in the Council’'s Constitution

Filming, Photography and Recording at Council Meetings

This meeting will be filmed for live and/or subsequent broadcast on the Council’s
YouTube site. The whole of the meeting will be filmed, except where there are
confidential or exempt items. If you make a representation to the meeting you will
be deemed to have consented to being filmed. By entering the meeting you are
also consenting to being filmed and to the possible use of those images and sound
recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes. If you have any queries
regarding the streaming of Council meetings, please contact Democratic Services
on 01480 388169.

The District Council also permits filming, recording and the taking of photographs
at its meetings that are open to the public. Arrangements for these activities
should operate in accordance with guidelines agreed by the Council

Please contact Mrs Lisa Jablonska, Elections and Democratic Services
Manager, Tel No. 01480 388004 / e-mail
Lisa.Jablonska@huntingdonshire.gov.uk if you have a general query on any
Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for absence from the meeting, or
would like information on any decision taken by the Committee/Panel.

Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed towards
the Contact Officer.

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except
during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business.

Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website.

Emergency Procedure

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the Meeting
Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via the closest
emergency exit.



https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/rftphwbw/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1365/filming-photography-and-recording-at-council-meetings.pdf
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
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